
Stop #2: HILLTOP OLD TYME 
ANTIQUE/FLEA & ARTISAN MARKET: 
We hadn’t been here in years and were 
so glad to get back. This is a unique 
building or series of attached buildings 
(I’m not really sure) on Longwoods 
Road (Hwy. #2) just south of Delaware. 
It’s very easy to get to by taking exit 86 
south off Hwy. #402. I imagine Hilltop 
was around before “antique malls” was 
a term. You can spend hours in here, 
because there are over 90 vendors calling 
it home. We’re not usually searching for 
anything in particular, but in a place like 
this you just never know what you’ll 
come across. I have a turntable and am 
back to collecting albums again, and I’m 
kicking myself for not scooping them up 
when people were giving them away, 
so I bought Supertramp’s Crime of the 
Century... again! Lisa had the garden 
in mind as the warm March day was 
putting a smile on her face. We could 
have eaten here too. They have a retro 
looking diner, and it smelled great, but 
we were still full from the pancakes.

Stop #3: STRATHROY ANTIQUE 
MALL and BOB’S ANTIQUES:

Hilltop got us into a mood, so we 
doubled back and checked out a couple 
more antique shops in Strathroy. Bob’s 
Antiques is a smaller store attached to 
the side of his house on Carroll St. on 
the south end of town. We had a great 
conversation with him and it’s one of 
those settings where you can do just that. 
So that was the small shop. Strathroy 
Antique Mall is in the downtown where 
Goudies Furniture was for many years. 
There is a lot of room here and they 
have about 100 vendors if I remember 
correctly. There are a lot of cool things 
from the moment you walk in the door. 
Lisa and I aren’t at all what I would call 
“antiquers” (even if we’re getting closer 
to being antiques ourselves) but you 
don’t have to be to love these shops. 
They are just so cool!
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The maple syrup season gives us the 
excuse to wake up on a Saturday or 
Sunday morning and put some boots 
on, sometimes not sure where we’ll 
end up, but pretty sure that a messy 
sideroad or a bush will be involved. Lisa 
and I have been to many of the pancake 
houses around, but not all, not yet. 
We’ve arranged to meet up with friends 
for breakfast before and we’ve taken 
our kids of course (and pretty soon 
we’ll be tkaing their kids). This is one of 
the trips we took last year. Who knows 
where we’ll end up this year.

Stop #1: McLACHLAN FAMILY 
MAPLE SYRUP CAMP & PANCAKE 
HOUSE:  As I said, we’ve been to lots 
of maple syrup festivals, and there 
aren’t any bad ones. There seem 
to be a lot in the area surrounding 
London. We’ve been to Palmers and 
to Rodgers in Port Stanley; Fort Rose, 
Rolling Ridge, Williamson Farms and 
the Alvinston Festival to the west of 
London; Jakemans closer to Woodstock 
and Chamber’s near Waterford. It’s 
getting easier to count the ones we 
haven’t been to, but we’d never been to 
McLachlan’s, which is also to the west 
of London - close to everywhere and 
in the middle of nowhere. If we know 

Daytripping they’ll have a map in the 
spring issue (yes we do, see page 28) but 
we got there from Hwy. #22 between 
Strathroy and London and there were 
plenty of signs. This is a pretty big 
pancake house compared to some and 
it was definitely busy on a Saturday 
morning, but they were well prepared 
and it didn’t take long to be inside an 
authentic old building, throwing back 
pancakes, sausage, beans, fruit, juice, 
coffee and more. We’ve been to so 
many that it gets hard to remember 
what the extras were from one place to 
the next. Trust me, it was good! We got 
our fill, and took in the atmosphere you 
expect to see from such a traditional 
spot. There were a lot of old photos, 
tools and memorabilia that brought 
back all those things we learned about 
maple syrup on school field trips. Of 
course there was maple syrup for sale, 
and of course we took some home. 
Outside there were horse drawn wagon 
rides through the bush with kids of 
all ages having fun. You never know 
what to expect in March and this was 
a beautiful morning, but a warm day 
can mean a lot of mud at any authentic 
maple syrup festival. No worries... we 
planned ahead and brought shoes to 
change into. McLachlan’s was a great 
place to visit - one of the best - and we’ll 
be back another day.
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https://www.facebook.com/BOBS-Antiques-Treasures-1629166464013691/
http://mclachlansyrup.ca/
http://mclachlansyrup.ca/
http://mclachlansyrup.ca/
https://palmersmaplesyrup.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Urban-Farm/Rodgers-Maple-Syrup-170328569683612/
http://www.fortrosemaple.com/
http://www.rollingridgemapleproducts.ca/
https://williamsonfarms.ca/
https://jakemansmaplesyrup.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Chambers-Maple-Shop-176422142408813/%3Fhc_ref%3DPAGES_TIMELINE
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Stop #4: DOWNTOWN STRATHROY: 
We hadn’t planned to end up in 

Strathroy, so we had no plans of what 
to do once we got there, but it was a 
great visit. We strolled up and around 
the downtown without a care or an 
agenda, and found this place to be 
rather remarkable.

One of our first stops was Hamilton 
Bakery, where we bought enough fresh 
bread and baking that we had to go 
back to the car to drop it off. Doug & 
Marion’s Bike Shop is an awesome 
hidden treasure as is Poag Jewellers, 
which is much more than a jewellery 
store and begs to be explored. This is 
a very well preserved downtown, with 
some beautiful buildings and murals to 
take in. One of these classic buildings 
was home to a chocolate shop and 
another, the former post office, is now 
the Clock Tower Inn and Bistro. By the 
time we found it we were hungry enough 
to have a late, light lunch and glass of 
wine, and it was incredibly good. The 
surroundings are gorgeous and include 
the original brick walls of this 1889 
post office. The food is worth driving 
for, and so is the town for that matter. 
A few more stops including the Country 
Goose and a Dutch store, where we 
picked up a few things, and we were 
back to the truck. Then, as 
we were on our way out 
of town (on Road #39 
west toward Watford) 
we stumbled upon 
the Rotary Memorial 
Trail, right within 
the town. We had no 
plan so we took an hour 
to walk off that lunch and 
look for signs of spring. 

Stop #5: THE ART SHOP & 
CIRCA ANTIQUES, WATFORD: 

Lisa had noticed that the murals 

in Strathroy were 
the work of Francis 
Martin, and she’d 
heard of him, so this 
is how we ended 
up in Watford. Sure 
enough, on the main 
street of this small 
town is the gallery and 
studio of this fabulous 
artist. Francis wasn’t 
there when we visited 
but his work certainly 
was, including a massive mural on 
one wall that he was in the process 
of painting. It depicted the oil boom 
around Oil Springs in the mid 1800’s. 
(Publisher’s note: I’m not 100% sure but 
that mural may be on the north side of the 
Vantuyl & Fairbank store in Petrolia now). 
It was pretty stunning to see a work of 
that size being created, but there were 
many other items and other artisans 
works to take in as well, and to purchase. 
Across the road was Circa Antiques and 
we thought, what’s one more? This was 
another small and authentic shop with a 
friendly atmosphere and it was a great 
added treasure to our day. On our tour 
around the streets of Watford we were 
able to see a number of other murals 

by Francis Martin, and then we were on 
our way.

For having no real plan, we had a 
great daytrip. We also popped into one 
greenhouse on the way home and, while 
Lisa got her garden wheels spinning, I 
basked in the warmth of a greenhouse 
on a sunny spring day. That’s very 
therapeutic after a long winter! I don’t 
think we would have changed anything 
on this particular trip, though we could 
have taken off in any direction from 
Mclachlans and found something to 
do. We just can’t wait until the sap is 
running again. 

Update: Strathroy Antique Mall and 
Circa Antiques are now closed.

Strathroy Mural by Francis Martin

https://www.dougandmarionsbikes.com/
https://www.dougandmarionsbikes.com/
https://www.poags.com/
https://www.clocktowercatering.ca/
https://www.nielsensflowers.com/
https://www.nielsensflowers.com/
http://www.acel-watford.com/

